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Siah Armajani: The Tomb Series, installation view, Alexander Gray Associates (2014)

Alexander Gray Associates is a contemporary art gallery in New York. Through exhibitions, research, and artist representation, the Gallery spotlights artistic movements and artists who 
emerged in the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s. Influential in political, social and cultural spheres, these artists are notable for creating work that crosses geographic borders, generational 
contexts and artistic disciplines. Alexander Gray Associates is a member of the Art Dealers Association of America. Gallery hours: Tuesday–Saturday, 11:00 AM – 6:00 PM.
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Alexander Gray Associates presents its first exhibition of work by Siah Armajani, featuring large sculptures, models, and drawings 
from the “Tomb Series” (1972–2014). The Series pays tribute to twenty-five philosophers, activists, poets, and critical writers who 
have been foundational voices to Armajani’s art and ideology, among them Theodor Adorno, Walter Benjamin, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 
John Dewey, Ralph Waldo Emerson, and Walt Whitman. The Series embodies the humanist, democratic, and populist ideals that 
have defined Armajani’s multi-faceted vision for over forty years, culminating with the creation of his own tomb. 

As a student in Tehran, and later a graduate of philosophy from Macalester College, Armajani was drawn to Western philosophers, 
writers and Persian poetry. Throughout his career, Armajani has built public sculptures dedicated to cultural figures, at times 
embedding quotes of writers and poets into his work. With the “Tomb Series,” as the artist explains, “there is no semiology, no 
quotations, no study of history nor biography.” The series of sculptures, drawings, and models represents a self-reflexive moment in 
Armajani’s practice. Paradoxically, the tombs invite, yet inhibit the viewer from entering each sculpture. Contrary to previous series 
that emphasized public and communal activities, the “Tomb Series” holds a more introspective nature while maintaining Armajani’s 
desire to distance his biography from the meaning behind his work.!

Large-scale sculptures, such as Tomb for Neema (2012), references Nima Yushij the Iranian poet, considered to be the predecessor 
of modern Persian poetry; Tomb for John Berryman (1972–2012), American poet; and Tomb for Walt Whitman (2014), American poet 
and writer, incorporate elements of vernacular American architecture. The design of each tomb is symbolic recognition of the influence 
each figure had on the artist. InTomb for Walt Whitman, Armajani pays homage to Whitman, while in Tomb for Neema, he honors 
Yushij’s radical poetic form that combines free verse and Farsi vernacular with standardized Farsi, creating poetry in a new way. In 
Tomb for Sacco Vanzetti (2009), Armajani pays tribute to Sacco and Vanzetti’s writings and activities as two innocent anarchists who 
were executed. 

Along with large sculptures, the exhibition showcases Armajani’s drawings and models of the tombs, integral to the artist’s process, 
and in some cases serving as the tombs’ final conceptualized forms. One such drawing is Tomb for Hafez (2014), a Persian poet 
whose verses Armajani memorized as part of his early education in Iran. Armajani’s most recent tomb, his own Written Minneapolis 
(The Last Tomb) (2014), an 18-foot drawing depicts the surrounding neighborhood where his studio is located in Minneapolis.!

Siah Armajani’s public art works include the Irene Hixon Whitney Bridge (1988), Minneapolis, MN; Battery Park Waterfront Project 
(1989), in collaboration with Scott Burton and Cesar Pelli, New York; Floating Poetry Room, Amsterdam, The Netherlands; Gardens at 
Villa Arson Museum, Nice, France; Lannan Foundation Poetry Garden (1992), Los Angeles; City Center Bridge Ramp (1994), 
Stuttgart, Germany; George Simmel Footbridge Strasbourg (2003), France; Three Skyway Bridges for the City of Leipzig (1997), 
Germany; and Lighthouse and Bridge for Staten Island (1996), New York. Solo exhibitions, including surveys and retrospectives 
include Parasol Unit, London (2013); Nelson Atkins Museum of Art, Kansas City, MO (2008); Musee d’art Moderne et Contemporain, 
Geneva, Switzerland (2007); Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Raina Sofia, Madrid (1999); Villa Arson, Nice, France (1994); Institute of 
Contemporary Art, Philadelphia, PA (1985); Minneapolis Institute of Arts, MN (2011); among others. Armajani’s work is in numerous 
public collections, including the Art Institute of Chicago, IL; British Museum, London; Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York; Museum 
of Modern Art, New York; Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York; Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, CA; Museum fur 
Moderne Kunst, Frankfurt, Germany; National Gallery, Washington, DC; Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam, The Netherlands; Museé 
d’Art Contemporain, Geneva, Switzerland; Neue Nationalgalerie, Berlin, Germany; and Walker Art Center, Minneapolis, MN.
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