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PRESS DOSSIER

“COLLECTION DAVID H. BROLLIET, GENEVA”
40 years of collector’s passion and a 60 min documentary

Exhibition from 26-05-18 to 30-09-18

Saddane AFIF/Ghada AMER/Daniel ARSHAM/John ARMLEDER/Kader ATTIA
/Omar BA/Miquel BARCELO/Fabiana et Geraldo de BARROS/Kemi BASSENE
/Vanessa BEECROFT/Steve di BENEDETTO /Julien BENEYTON/Dominique
BLAIS/Olaf BREUNING /Balthasar BURKHARD /Tom CARR/Crystel CERESA/
Jake & Dinos CHAPMAN/CHEN ZHEN/Miguel CHEVALIER/Philippe DELEGLISE
/Wim DELVOYE/DEWAR et GICQUEL/Ousmane DIA/Désirée DOLRON/
Valentin DOMMANGET /Hadrien DUSSOIX/Wang DU/Olafur ELIASSON/
Leo FABRIZIO/Mounir FATMI/Philippe FAVIER/Thierry FEUZ/Sylvie FLEURY/
Meshac GABA/Bernard GARCIER/Goiffon and Beauté/Hervé GRAUMANN/
Diego GRAVINESEMichel GRILLET/Nicole HASSLER/Romuald HAZOUME /Seydou KEITA
/K LKOZ/AbdouIaye KONATE/LA FRATERIE/XIE LEI/Davld MACH : David H. Brolliet 1995
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/ Miltos MANETAS/Robert MAPPLETHORPE/ Tony MATELLI/ Philippe MAYAUX/ Olivier
MILLAGOU/Nandipha MNTAMBO./Marléne MOCQUET/ Takashi MURAKAMI/NAM
JUNE PAIK/Prune NOURRY /Yoko ONO/Claudio PARMIGGIANI/Steven PARRINO/Yan
PEI-MING/Bruno PEINADO/Grayson PERRY/Laurence PITTET/Pipilotti RIST/Maya
ROCHAT/Lionel SABATTE/David SALLE /Filippo di SAMBUY /Denis SAVARY /Lionel
SCOCCIMARO/Fally SENE SOW /Hassan SHA%?F/Cmdy SHERMAN/Roman SIGNER/
Jeanne SUSPLUGAS/ Claire TABOURET /Pascale Marthine TAYOU/Blair THURMAN
/Daniel TILLIER/Barthélémy TOGUO/Yann TOMA/ Stephen TORTON/TUNGA/ Joris
VAN de MOORTEL/Xavier VEILHAN/Vuk VIDOR/Emmanuelle VILLARD/Jacques
VILLEGLE/ Patrick WEIDMANN/Erwin WURM/Duncan WYLIE/Qiu XIAOFEIl/Daniel
YBARRA/ Kimiko YOSHIDA/Guy ZAHLER/ZEUS



THE EXHIBITION

The Fondation Fernet Branca presents an exhibition of the collection of David Brolliet,
collector from Geneva who for the past forty years has been passionately committed to
contemporary art.

David Brolliet who is known for his political commitment, but who also produces films and
appears as a singer and actor, has more than one string to his bow. However, this exhibition
focuses on the collector, his eclecticism, his favorite works, his commitment. The selection of
works traces David Brolliet’s path since his first piece chosen at the famous Geneva gallery
Pierre Huber as an 18 year old: a sculpture by the Lyon artist Jean-Philippe Aubanel. Then come
other Lyon artists and Swiss artists, some of them very well known like John Armleder, Sylvie
Fleury, Roman Signer or Pipiloti Rist. In the middle of the nineties David H. Brolliet takes a base
in Paris where he will meet the new art scene from that time: Saddane Afif, Kader Attia, Wang
Du, Richard Fauguet, Marlene Mocquet, Bruno Peinado, Barthélémy Toguo, Erwin Wurm, Chen
Zhen...

His commitment is mainly reflected by his involvement in ADIAF (Association pour la Diffusion
Internationale de I'Art Francais) who organizes among other things the Marcel Duchamp Prize
for young artists. He had been a board member of ADIAF during several years before moving to
Paris in 2009. He takes an active part in the exhibitions "De leur temps” where pieces belonging
to ADIAF’s collectors are presented. He is also actively involved in MAMCO (Musée d’art
moderne et contemporain) of Geneva to whom he has donated and lent important works. His
Paris apartment is packed from floor to ceiling with his favorite pieces. He likes to describe
himself as a committed if not “professional collector”; he can be seen at vernissages and at
international art fairs, but also in artist’s studios alongside the artists he follows. This closeness
to the artists is typical for Brolliet who never buys works without meeting the artist beforehand.



For about ten years, David Brolliet has been interested into the African art scene and has been
travelling to Africa to develop his projects.

David Brolliet’s collection is eclectic. It is the result of his encounters and his favorite pieces
since 40 years. In the small spaces of the exhibition, the very dense arrangement of the works
seeks to recall the atmosphere of the presentation in the collector’s apartment. The works are
arranged by affinity, meet and sometimes confront each other. The concept in the big exhibition
room is different: Here the larger works can deploy their best effect and visitors are able to
move easier and get a wider vision of the exhibition and its various facets.

Exhibition curators: Véronique Hillereau and Yann Rudler

Practical information

Vernissage: Saturday 26 May 2018 at 5.00 p.m.

Exhibition from Sunday 27 May to Sunday 30 September 2018
Opening hours: from Wednesday to Sunday from 1.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m.
During Art Basel: from Monday 11 June to Sunday 17 June - open from 9.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m.




THE ARTISTS

Saadane AFIF, Ghada AMER, Daniel ARSHAM, John ARMLEDER, Kader ATTIA,
Jean-Philippe AUBANEL, Omar BA, Miquel BARCELO, Fabiana et Geraldo de
BARROS, Kemi BASSENE, Vanessa BEECROFT, Steve di BENEDETTO, Julien
BENEYTON, Dominique BLAIS, Olaf BREUNING, Balthasar BURKHARD, Tom
CARR, Crystel CERESA, Jake & Dinos CHAPMAN, CHEN ZHEN, Miguel
CHEVALIER, Philippe DELEGLISE, Wim DELVOYE, DEWAR et GICQUEL,
Ousmane DIA, Désirée DOLRON, Valentin DOMMANGET, Hadrien DUSSOIX,
Wang DU, Stéphane DUCRET, Olafur ELIASSON, Leo FABRIZIO, Mounir
FATMI, Philippe FAVIER, Thierry FEUZ, Sylvie FLEURY, Meshac GABA,
Bernard GARCIER, Goiffon and Beauté, Hervé GRAUMANN, Diego GRAVINESE,
Michel GRILLET, Fabrice GYGI, Nicole HASSLER, Romuald HAZOUME, Seydou
KEITA, KOLKOZ, Abdoulaye KONATE, LA FRATERIE, XIE LEI, David MACH,
Miltos MANETAS, Robert MAPPLETHORPE, Tony MATELLI, Philippe MAYAUX,
Olivier MILLAGOU, Nandipha MNTAMBO, Marlene MOCQUET, Takashi
MURAKAMI, NAM JUNE PAIK, Prune NOURRY, Vincent OLINET, Yoko ONO,
Claudio PARMIGGIANI, Steven PARRINO, Yan PEI-MING, Bruno PEINADO,
Grayson PERRY, Laurence PITTET, Pipilotti RIST, Maya ROCHAT, Lionel
SABATTE, David SALLE, Filippo di SAMBUY, Curtis SANTIAGO, Denis SAVARY,
Lionel SCOCCIMARO, Fally SENE SOW, Hassan SHARIF, Cindy SHERMAN,
Roman SIGNER, Tracey SNELLING, Jeanne SUSPLUGAS, Claire TABOURET,
Pascale Marthine TAYOU, Blair THURMAN, Daniel TILLIER, Barthélémy
TOGUO, Yann TOMA, Stephen TORTON, TUNGA, Joris van de MOORTEL,
Xavier VEILHAN, Vuk VIDOR, Emmanuelle VILLARD, Jacques VILLEGLE, Johan
WAHLSTROM, Patrick WEIDMANN, Erwin WURM, Duncan WYLIE, Qiu
XIAOFEI, Daniel YBARRA, Kimiko YOSHIDA, Guy ZAHLER, ZEUS.



THE FILM

The first contact with David H. Brolliet took place in to the early 2000s ; that’s when the making
of the film started; first at the occasion of interviews during art fairs like FIAC and then with a
filmed visit of his collection in his Paris apartment. The project continued in 2015 focusing on
Geneva and several events of the art world like the award ceremony of the Marcel Duchamp
Prize at Centre Pompidou, the fairs Art Basel, Artemontecarlo, the Venice Biennale and also on
private meetings with artists in their studios. The film makes you spend one hour with the
collector who generously opens the doors to his collection and the art world and talks about the
every day routine of maintaining an art collection.

The 60 min documentary by Creativtv is presented during the exhibition.

CREATIVTV

Creativtv is a group of film makers who focuses on the art world and who in the past 20 years
has produced a large number of artist’s portraits and documentaries: “Céramique Fiction®, la
céramique dans l'art contemporain; “La Villa Arson®, découverte d'une école d'art; “Hors
commerce”, commande publique de livres d'artistes; “Where is Kimiko ?“, portrait fiction de
l'artiste Kimiko Yoshida...

Short formats invite the spectator to share precious moments with art professionals and artists
in their studios and exhibitions.

Among the numerous artists who have participated in the films, just to mention a few:
Raymond Hains, Jacques Villeglé, Orlan, Robert Combas, Daniel Buren, Jan Fabre, Christo,
Fabrice Hyber, Valérie Favre, Richard Deacon, Yann Toma, Bernard Cousinier, Lee Bae ...

Creativtv also plays an important role in the promotion of young artists, in particular in
partnership with ADIAF and the Marcel Duchamp Prize by producing every year the portraits of
the nominated artists.

These videos can be seen in the exhibitions and on Creativtv.net, non-profit site dedicated to
contemporary creation, free and without any commercial announcements.



VISUALS HD AVAILABLE FOR THE PRESS

Portrait de David Brolliet © Véronique Bidinger / baleenfrancais.ch

© Véronique Bidinger / baleenfrancais.ch © Véronique Bidinger / baleenfrancais.ch
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Julien Beneyton - David Brolliet - 2005, acrylic on wood, 90 x 160 cm, © Julien Beneyton, collection David H. Brolliet



Denis Savary, silicone and pigments “Neige de printemps®, 2014, 85x135x46 cm © Denis Savary, collection David H.
Brolliet

Daniel Arsham, pyrite Hydrostone “ Pyrite Cracked Face®, 2015, 35x30x25 cm, © Daniel Arsham, collection David H.
Brolliet



Mounir Fatmi, Maximum Sensation, Skateboard, 15x80x25cm © Mounir Fatmi, collection David H. Brolliet

Mounir Fatmi, Maximum Sensation, Skateboard, 15x80x25cm © Mounir Fatmi, collection David H. Brolliet



History of Fondation Fernet Branca

FROM DISTILLERY TO CONTEMPORARY ART

The Italian company Fernet-Branca was created in 1845 by the brothers Branca. They produced
a bitter herbal liqueur called Fernet-Branca. In 1909 a distillery was opened in Saint-Louis
which was intended to provide Germany with alcohol. Over the decades, production and sales
have declined in the Saint-Louis factory and the site was shut down on July 22, 2000.

The deputy mayor Jean Ueberschlag applied at the Regional Office of Cultural Affairs to have
the building listed in the inventory of historic sites. On July 4th 1996, by the prefectoral order
nr. 95/155, the principal facade of the building including the eagle on top which is the
company’s brand symbol has been included in the register of historical buildings. That was the
first step towards a new use of the site as a cultural venue.

In 2004 the town of Saint-Louis started leasing the building from its owner and took over the
conversion of the site into a museum of modern art with the architect Jean-Michel Wilmotte.

1500m2 of the 4000 m2 of the building are used for various exhibitions of contemporary art.

The Espace d’Art Contemporain is administrated by Association pour le musée d’art
contemporain Fernet-Branca, who sublets it and manages its cultural activities. It has in
particular organized its launching in 2004. On June 15 of that same year, the Korean artist Lee
Ufan inaugurated his exhibition, the first one organized by the Fondation Fernet-Branca.

By the prefectoral order of December 21, 2011 the Espace d’Art Contemporain acquired the
status of foundation, named “Fondation Fernet-Branca” and was recognized as a public utility
organization.

In 2014 the foundation celebrated its 10th anniversary and inaugurated its 30th exhibition on
June 13, 2015 with the Irish artist Claire Morgan.

According to the status of the Fondation Fernet-Branca, the site “is aimed to use the exhibition
area of contemporary art while ensuring a tri-national reach and developing a policy for a wide
access to contemporary art”. In order to achieve this, its principle means of action are: “the



organization and presentation of monographic, group or themed exhibitions” as well as “the
development of an access policy to contemporary art for both young audience and large audience
by offering introductory courses, workshops, conferences with an educational goal”.

The Fondation Fernet-Branca receives artists of all types and origins, local as well as
international and it reaches out wider than just the region’s borders as it no longer only attracts
visitors from the nearby Alsace, Basel and Baden.



Practical information:

Fondation Fernet Branca
1500m2 for contemporary art

2, rue du Ballon
68 300 Saint-Louis - Alsace
+33 38969 10 77 www.fondationfernet-branca.org
Opening hours: from Wednesday to Sunday from 1.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m.
During Art Basel: from Monday 11 June to Sunday 17 June - open from 9.00 p.m. to 7.00 p.m.

President: Jean Ueberschlag
Director: Pierre-Jean Sugier
Mediation young audience: Coralie Oberlaender
Project coordinator and public relations: Anais Roesz
Project assistant: Claudia Caliendo
Technicians: Perrin Keller, Michele Morando, Aglaé Rochette, Manon
Cézaro

Press contact:
Anais Roesz
Project coordinator and press relations:

presse@fondationfernet-branca.org

Our partners:

Thanks to David Nash, la Galerie Lelong & Co., Annely Juda Fine Art and Gabriele Lechner,

translator.
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